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The drainage channels form important wildlife 
corridors connecting the Park to the surrounding 
areas.  The water and the vegetated banks 
together are valuable habitat for aquatic creatures, 
insects, birds and small vertebrates.

Various shelter belts and blocks of trees and shrubs 
have been planted to increase the aesthetic and 
habitat value of the Park.  The tree and shrub 
species include, Dogwood, Scots Pine, Willow and  
Alder.  The majority of species chosen are native to 
Britain and most provide food, shelter and homes 
to a wide variety of animals.  More open areas tend 
to be a mix of coarse grasses and broadleaf 
meadow weeds.

Shinewater Park provides a rich variety of habitats 
with certain areas designed to encourage a natural 
flora and fauna to develop.  Following extensive 
landscaping the original marsh farmland now only 
really exists in the SE of the site where two fields 
can be seen beyond the reed beds east of the 
footpath.  Formerly frequent grazing maintained 
the vegetation as pasture.

The marsh was characteristically criss-crossed by 
a network of drainage channels.  Historically many

of these watercourses were artificially dug to drain 
the marshes and locally are often called 'sewers' 
although only for rainwater running off or 
percolating through from the adjacent fields.  The 
artificial channels tend to run in straight sections 
with near right angle corners and junctions.  The 
south-west margin of the Park contains the 
channel called Willingdon Upper.  To the north-east 
is Willingdon and West Langney Sewer.  Water 
levels are artificially maintained by the operation of 
various sluice gates.  These can be raised or 
lowered to maintain the desired levels.

The lakes, created by excavation and mounding of 
the spoil, form a continuation of the aquatic 
habitat.  Together with the two main lakes of 
Shinewater and Hydneye there are numerous other 
smaller ponds throughout the Park.  Many of the 
lake margins are indistinct as the shallow edges 
have become colonised with well-established reed 
beds.

For pedestrians the Park is in easy reach of several 
large housing areas and is connected to these and 
further afield by a network of surfaced paths that 
are also wheelchair friendly.  Cycle routes 
converge on the Park from Polegate and Hailsham 
to the north, Langney and Pevensey to the east, 
Hampden Park and other areas of Eastbourne to the 
west and south.  The route from Polegate and 
south towards Eastbourne seafront is part of 
National Cycle Network route 21.

Frequent Eastbourne Corporation Buses serve the 
roads near the Park and there are convenient stops 
by the main entrance in Larkspur Drive.  If travelling 
from Eastbourne town centre the 'Shinewater' bus 
is required.

The nearest railway station is Hampden Park which 
lies approximately 1Km to the west.  There are 
regular return trains from Eastbourne town centre.  
Using this will entail a walk or cycle ride east from 
the railway station and through the housing 
estates.

Cars can access the Park via the A22 (Golden 
Jubilee Way) from Polegate and then left on to the 
B2191 (Willingdon Drove) or via the A2290 
(Lottbridge Drove) from Eastbourne seafront and 
then right on to the A22 and right onto the B2191.  
The B2191 also approaches from Pevensey and 
Westham to the east.  Adequate parking is usually 
available in Larkspur Drive.

Shinewater Park is Eastbourne's newest park and 
combines purpose built recreation facilities within a 
country park atmosphere. Access to the park is 
free and year-round.  Landscaping work was 
completed as part of the construction of the Golden 
Jubilee Way.  

The attractions offered are many and varied.  Near 
the main Larkspur Drive entrance there is a well-
equipped playground, dedicated BMX and skate 
area and all-weather sports court.  The eastern 
area also has a field for informal sports.  The 
southern of the two large lakes, Hydneye Lake, is 
given over to fishing and permits for this can be 
obtained from the Pike Angling Club.  The west and 
north parts of the Park have been dedicated to 
wildlife and fishing is therefore not permitted in 
Shinewater Lake.  Surfaced footpath/cycleways 
suitable for wheelchair access form pleasant routes 
around the Park and plenty of seating is provided 
adjacent to all the main paths.

The creation of Shinewater Park was closely linked 
to the building of Golden Jubilee Way and the 
continued development of Eastbourne in the mid-
1990s.  Shinewater and Hydneye Lakes were 
excavated as compensatory floodwater storage.  
Formerly the area was mainly marshy pasture with 
numerous man-made drainage channels.  The 
layout and initial construction of the Park were 
carried out by East Sussex County Council.  The 
Park is now jointly managed by East Sussex County 
Council and Eastbourne Borough Council and won 
a Commendation from the Civic Trust in 2004. The 
Park opened in 2002 and forms the northern 
section of the planned Eastbourne Park.

Large quantities of late Bronze Age (800-600BC) 
artifacts were revealed early on in the landscaping 
work at Shinewater Park.  Further investigation by 
the Field Archaeology Unit in 1995 identified at 
least one timber platform and a wooden trackway.

The platform was built of large oak posts 
associated with horizontal oak timbers forming the 
base of the platform.  Above this were horizontal 
rods and layers of brushwood.  Pottery, animal 
bone, struck and fire-cracked flints were found.

Other nearby finds included copper-alloy axes, a 
chisel, a bracelet and sickle with an intact wooden 
handle.  At least two human skeletons, a horse 
cheek-piece made of antler and four amber beads 
were also found.

The trackway runs approximately E to W across the 
Park and is the first of its type to be found in SE 
England.  The archaeology is considered of national 
importance and for its own protection the location 
is not pinpointed.

The most obvious species colonising the lake 
margins are Common Reed (Phragmites australis), 
Reedmace (Typha spp.) and Hard Rush (Juncus 
inflexus).

The vegetation provides a valuable home to many 
insects including butterflies and dragonflies, the 
latter using the clean water of the lakes to breed 
but in adulthood able to scavenge from the 
surrounding areas.  

The varied habitats within the Park are attractive to 
numerous bird species.  On the water there are 
usually Mute Swans, Mallards, Moorhens, Coots, 
Great Crested Grebes and various Gull species.

At the water's edge and amongst the reeds Herons 
can often be seen standing quietly waiting for 
passing fish.  Reed Buntings and Reed Warblers  
may be visible, the latter especially during the 
summer months. Numerous Cormorants often 
congregate on the electricity pylons.  It is often 
possible to see birds of prey such as Kestrels 
hovering high over the grassland and shrubs  
looking for prey animals, perhaps mice and voles.

The  lakes have stocks of fish.  Some will be preyed 
upon by the Herons and Cormorants.  Other 
aquatic creatures to be found are Water Boatmen, 
fly larvae, dragonfly nymphs, tadpoles, snails and 
worms.

East Sussex County Council....Tel:01273 481000
Eastbourne Borough Council....Tel:01323 410000
Park Rangers -   East Sussex....Tel:01273 482670
                       Eastbourne....Tel:01323 415464

Pike Angling Club............... through Boro’ Council
Friends of Shinewater Park...through Boro’ Council
Eastbourne Buses..................Tel:01323 416416
National Rail Enquiries...........Tel:08457 48 49 50
Shaftesbury Centre (local community  information)

  Tel:01323 760654

*Birds photographed locally by Chris Sharp.

Based upon OS Mapping    Crown Copyright Eastbourne Borough Council LA100025879©

Leaflet Design & Copyright Eastbourne Borough Council 2005.
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Playground
Well equipped area with swings, 
slides and other fun items for 
younger children.

Xtreme Supreme
Purpose built modern ramps 
and pipes for skates and BMX in 
their own dedicated area.

All-Weather Court
Surfaced court with facilities for 
basket ball, five-a-side football 
and cricket.

Football Field
This large level field is ideal for 
informal football and has one 
full-sized goal mouth.

Amphitheatre
A c i rcu la r  embankment  
encloses a space suitable for 
informal use or small events.

Hydneye Lake
This is the southern lake and is 
open for fishing by permit  from 
the Pike Angling Club.

Shinewater Lake
The larger north lake is devoted 
to wildlife conservation and 
fishing is not permitted.

Whilst every care has been taken during the compilation of this map the publisher accepts no responsibility for any errors or omissions.

Shinewater Park is
jointly managed by

East Sussex County Council
& Eastbourne Borough Council

Copyright Eastbourne Borough Council 2005.
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