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Issue 5 December 2012

Welcome back!
Wow... What a year!  The Eastbourne Ancestors project is coming on leaps and 

bounds. Jo, Hayley and the team have become regulars on the BBC with their 

appearance on Inside Out, we’ve learnt about pottery and conservation and 

we’ve even had life drawing classes! We’ve made lots of exciting discoveries in 

the local history and uniform reviews as well as in the Redoubt building itself!

Read on to fi nd out more!

Jo Seaman, Museum Offi cer, 

Town Hall, Grove Road, Eastbourne, BN21 4UG

localhistory@eastbourne.gov.uk

(01323 415396)

Lyndsay Knight, Redoubt Supervisor

Eastbourne Redoubt Fortress & Museum

Royal Parade, Eastbourne, BN22, 7AQ

redoubtmuseum@eastbourne.gov.uk

(01323 410300)

Hayley Forsyth, Project Co-ordinator; 

Eastbourne Ancestors HLF Project

Town Hall, Grove Road, Eastbourne, BN21 4UG

Hayley.Forsyth@eastbourne.gov.uk

(01323 415398)

Katherine Buckland, Museum Apprentice

Eastbourne Redoubt Fortress & Museum

Royal Parade, Eastbourne, BN22, 7AQ

katherine.buckland@eastbourne.gov.uk

(01323 410300)
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News

Eastbourne Ancestors Update

The Team have been very busy these last few months with an 

appearance on BBC South East’s ‘Inside Out’ programme which aired 

in November. Filming for another episode will begin in the New Year as 

we start to analyse the skeletal remains, so watch this space for more 

details! 

The Bone Team volunteers have cleaned over 160 skeletons and have 

now started to process bags of soil associated with each grave to 

collect loose teeth, bone and artefacts. Volunteers have found 

pottery fragments and several beads, including ones made from amber. 

Bournemouth University will be returning the skeletons we loaned them 

for analysis in January; it will be interesting to see their results. We have 

also had visits from English Heritage, Museum of London and 

Archaeology South East. 

The October pottery workshop was well attended and the volunteers 

worked on the assemblage from the Pococks Cottages summer 

excavation with Luke Barber. 

Judith Alder from The Blue Monkey Group, a network for local artists in 

Eastbourne has been promoting our project to members. Recently we had a 

visit from photographer Paul Powici who took some amazing black & white 

shots of volunteers in action, capturing the emotive effects that bones have. 

Sheila Hay a ceramicist as well as an art lecturer at Eastbourne Sussex Downs 

College brought her Life Studies students to the Museum Service to focus on life 

drawing with a living model and a skeleton to draw. Their topic that week was 

anatomists of the Renaissance period, so it was rather fi tting to pay us a visit. 



3

Dana Goodburn-Browns conservation workshop that ran in September was very 

popular and a great success. We looked at some of the Eastbourne Ancestors 

grave goods up close under the microscopes and learnt how to safely remove 

adhesive tack from metal work and pottery. Dana gave us a talk about the 

project she has been working on; CSI:Sittingbourne in Kent, which is another large 

Anglo-Saxon cemetery site from The Meads. We will be visiting Dana early in the 

New Year to fi nd out more about her project and compare artefacts.

Katherine and Hayley also had a lovely trip to Hastings Museum a few 

weeks ago to take part in a conservation event to learn more about 

caring for the Eastbourne Museum Service Collection. They met a variety of 

specialists; a ceramics restorer and conservators in textiles, paintings, 

documents and archaeology. 

Redoubt undergoes winter clean...

Collections Review update
We are making great progress in the local history reviiew at the Town 

Hall and the uniform review at the Redoubt. We have uncovered and 

assessed loads of spectacluar objects already! 

We have just started a structured cleaning programme of all objects on 

display at the Redoubt. Each object will be condition checked and then 

cleaned using conservation grade materials and techniques. We are 

looking for volunteers to join in this important collections care process. Full 

training will be given, volunteers must have a keen eye for detail and an 

interest in conservation.

Contact Katherine for more information or if you are interested in taking 

part.

This really is a wonderful opportunity to take 

part in work that is usually done 

behind ‘closed-doors’ and undertake 

training which is not readily available.  

Please contact Katherine for more 

information or if you are interested in taking 

part.

c1720 - 1740 crewel embroidery
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Eastbourne Ancestors Bone Team

A big thank you to all the Bone Team 

Volunteers for their hard work this year. The 

laboratory will be re-opening after 

Christmas & the New Year holidays the 

week commencing Monday 7th January 

2013. Please email me the days and times 

that you would like to attend as the lab can 

get rather full. New volunteers are always 

welcome, please email Hayley.Forsyth@

eastbourne.gov.uk for a volunteer form, or 

phone on 01323 415398 if you are 

interested. If you are under 16 years of age, 

you will need to be accompanied by an 

adult

Volunteer Opportunities

Photo Archive at the Redoubt 

We are looking for volunteers to help digitise and catalogue our vast 

photography archive at the Redoubt. Bringing the archive into the 21st 

century and making these invaluable images accessible to the public is 

an important and long overdue task. Full training will be given but anyone 

thinking of volunteering for this project should have some IT skills and 

preferably archive or database experience.

Discoveries at the Redoubt

Book cataloguing

The large and varied collection of books at the Redoubt is also in need of 

cataloguing. The library contains books about military history, uniform, 

regimental histories and social history. Volunteers should have the same skills as 

above so we can get the most comprehensive and accurate records to make 

this collection as accessible as possible. 

We have just uncovered two hatches 

in the wall between the magazine 

room and the passing room... now 

the offi ce!  All the ammunition for the  

Fortress’ guns was stored here and 

could hold  692 barrels of 

gunpowder. The gunpowder was 

passed through these hatches to 

the passing room. It was then made 

into charges for fi ring the guns. By 

the 1880s, gunpowder was no longer 

stored at the Redoubt, instead 

cartridges arrived ready made. 

We think that the hatch on the right of this picture is the original hatch and the 

other one built later. What do you think? 
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Open Lab Afternoons

 Eastbourne Ancestors Open Lab 

Afternoons will be returning in 2013! 

Back by popular demand, the lab will 

be open on Wednesday 

afternoons from February 6th to March 

27th 1-4pm. See what the Bone Team 

get up to in the lab rediscovering the 

secrets of Eastbourne’s ancient 

ancestors.

Eastbourne Ancestors Education Pack

The Eastbourne Museum Service Education 

Team has developed an exciting new 

education pack for the Heritage Lottery Funded 

Eastbourne Ancestors Project.  

‘The Quest Begins...’ is the fi rst of two education 

resources designed in conjunction with National 

Curriculum Key Stages 2-4 and 5 which is 

focused at Further Education level. Recently we 

had a visit from 60 children from Bourne School 

and organised a session for Public Services 

students from Sussex Downs College Lewes 

Campus. 

The pack is full of interesting activities to do at 

home, school or at clubs and with us at the 

Museum Service. If you would like to request a 

FREE pack or book a FREE Eastbourne Ancestors 

education session please email us. 

The Education Team also currently offer exciting 

sessions on the Romans, Saxons, Tudors, 

Victorians and World War II in Eastbourne, costs 

apply to the latter bookings

Eastbourne Museum Service 

      Young Persons Forum

As part of the Eastbourne Ancestors Project we are looking for young people to 

begin a forum to meet at Eastbourne Town Hall in the spring of 2013. As 

teenagers are one of the minority groups who visit Museums we would like to 

hear their views on exhibition ideas and activities, why they do or don’t visit 

Museums and what they would like to see more of. If you are interested in 

taking part please email Hayley at Hayley.Forsyth@eastbourne.gov.uk


