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Issue 6 May 2013

Welcome back!
Hello again! We’re very excited about 2013, as always there’s lots going on 
and we’ve got loads of great new ways for you to get involved!

The Redoubt is open again for the season and with new and improved displays 
and exhibitions, superb events and a brand new cafe The Outpost, is having a 
very successful spring! 

The Eastbourne Ancestors team have had loads more TV appearances and 
have still managed to keep some secrets (skeletons in their closets!) about the 
exhibition in December!  

Jo Seaman, Heritage Officer, 
Town Hall, Grove Road, Eastbourne, BN21 4UG
localhistory@eastbourne.gov.uk
(01323 415396)

Lyndsay Knight, Redoubt Supervisor
Eastbourne Redoubt Fortress & Museum
Royal Parade, Eastbourne, BN22, 7AQ 
redoubtmuseum@eastbourne.gov.uk
(01323 410300)

Hayley Forsyth, Project Co-ordinator;  
Eastbourne Ancestors HLF Project
Town Hall, Grove Road, Eastbourne, BN21 4UG
Hayley.Forsyth@eastbourne.gov.uk
(01323 415398)

Katherine Buckland, Heritage Assistant
Eastbourne Redoubt Fortress & Museum
Royal Parade, Eastbourne, BN22, 7AQ 
katherine.buckland@eastbourne.gov.uk
(01323 410300)
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News
Museum Service Restructure

As you may know, the Museum Service (including the Redoubt Fortress) has  
undergone a restructure of our staffing recently following a period of  
consultation and discussion lasting over 6 months.
This will have a very positive effect on the way that the staff work and the  
Service operates.  
The first result of this will be a change in our name to the ‘Eastbourne Heritage 
Service’ ; the reason being that we want the Redoubt and the Museum Service 
to be more intergrated and that this name better represents what we actually 
offer.  As you all know, we are more than just ‘Museums’, running successful 
outreach programmes, community archaeology and working in partnerships 
around the area, therefore the term ‘Heritage’ better encapsulates what we 
actually do.
This restructure has had an affect on our staffing and we are pleased to  
announce that the following posts have now been filled:
 
Heritage Officer - Jo Seaman
Redoubt Curator - Fran Stovold
Redoubt Supervisor - Lyndsay Knight
Heritage Assistant - Katherine Buckland
 
We also have a new Front of House team at the Redoubt, although Kevin Voce 
and Laurence Cowling who have both been with us for some time were also 
successful in becoming part of this team.
 
This structure will give us the flexibility to offer the best service to the public whilst 
also protecting the heritage that falls into our care and indeed beyond; a mix 
of professional skills and customer service that will be hard to beat.

For those of you who have volunteered with the Museum Service in the past, 
these changes will affect some projects, but hopefully for the best. We are  
looking to ensure that all projects undertaken have a strong lead from staff and 
also a practical plan to work with. Projects will be more rewarding for those  
taking part as we will all be able to see tangible results from what we are  
undertaking.  We will be looking to usually focus our volunteer activities to just 
one or two days a week and again I do understand that this may affect how 
some of you are able to help us, but please give it a go!

The Community Archaeology programme will continue, but with reduced  
funding this year we will be undertaking two smaller scale excavations rather 
than one large one as we did last year and I will be looking to make sure as 
many people as possible can benefit from these opportunities.
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Tinker Tailor Soldier Button Maker 
opens at the Redoubt 25th May

This exhibition follows the stories of 19th century military uniform from yarn to  
battlefield. It is about the separate parts of uniform, how they were made and 
who made them.

It is not a history of uniform or a regiment.   
It is the story of the makers not the wearers. 

Discover the plight of the military tailor, hear the troubles of outworkers and see 
how military uniform influenced men’s and women’s everyday dress. 

Learn why the Army Clothing Factory was opened, who only wore one  
epaulette and where the phrase ‘dyed in the wool’ came from.

Try your hand at military braiding, see if you are strong enough to be a 19th 
century military tailor and feel the difference between Officers and Other Ranks 
uniforms.

New Exhibition
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Redoubt News
We had an incredibly busy opening weekend with over 1500 visitors flocking to the 
Redoubt Fortress with our brand new cafe - The Outpost! 

The museum has undergone some changes this year 
and visitors can see new displays, try on military  
uniform and follow the museum trail 

We have also opened up one of the cells used by 
the military police in the First World War. Experience 
the sort of sounds you would have heard if you’d 
gone AWOL! 

The Outpost
Visitors can expect to enjoy tea and cakes in the vintage themed café which is 
decorated with photographs and pictures from the Redoubt’s collection. 

Regulars can enjoy great benefits too with a loyalty card giving a free cuppa after 
a number of visits.

March around the Gun Platform then have a cup of tea and a slice of cake!

The Redoubt shop has also had 
a revamp and there is a new 
range of gifts and military books 
on sale. 

We’ve also created a fantastic 
children’s resource area with 
loads to do!

There are so many brilliant 
events this year at the Redoubt 
including the return of the  
Napoleonic Take Guard at the 
Redoubt and introducing the 
Weird Weekend!!

Visit the Redoubt during the 
summer holidays for DAILY  
cannon firing and have a go on 
our shooting range!

See the back of the newsletter 
for full listings or check 
www.eastbournemuseums.co.uk



4 5

Become a Friend of the Redoubt

Annual Individual Membership is only £5 with Family Member-
ship just £15!

Enjoy FREE ENTRY to an event of your choice, reduced admis-
sion rates to the Museum, lectures and activities, newsletters, 
special offers, discount in The Outpost Café, FREE Guidebook 
and more!

To join, ask a member of the Redoubt Fortress Team and  
complete your membership form without delay!
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Eastbourne Ancestors update...

The Bones Team have been very busy over the last few months processing and 
analysing skeletal remains, taking a trip to Fishbourne and filming again!  

Volunteers have now processed all of the soil associated with the Anglo-Saxon 
skeletons, that’s over 300 bags (I gave up counting the remainder!). From this soil; 
bone fragments, teeth, beads, garment accessories, pottery, snails, seeds and 
charcoal have been recovered. A big Well Done to my team for their effort and 
hard work!

I’ve been busy progressing through the skeletal analysis and I’ve now finalised 
what specimens will be sent for further scientific analysis, including which  
individuals will be facially reconstructed for our exhibition. This is top secret stuff, 
and the only way to learn more about this part of the project is to make sure you 
attend our exhibition in December! 

There is still plenty to do and the team have been busy preparing skeletons for 
analysis; cleaning and marking bones. Bournemouth have now returned the  
skeletons that were loaned to them and both students passed their Masters  
programs. 

Our ‘store hunt’ has also started and we have discovered additional human  
remains from the Bronze Age, Roman and Anglo-Saxon period in the collection. 
I’m sure we’ll find many more as we progress through the boxes. 

From the event that Katherine and I attended 
at Hastings Museum mentioned in the last 
newsletter, conservator Dana  
Goodburn-Brown (CSI South East Museums) 
has been working hard to clean up and  
preserve the grave goods from one of the 
Anglo-Saxon cemeteries we’ve been focusing 
on. Dana has already returned some of the 
artefacts, and I’ll be arranging a visit to the 
CSI: Sittingbourne lab in the future months to 
collect the remainder. 
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Recently volunteers Paula, Maisie and I travelled down to Fishbourne Roman Pal-
ace, not to see the Romans, but to use their amazing Collections Discovery Cen-
tre. A lot of scientific research goes on at the Centre. I visited for the purpose of 
using the X-Ray facilities for further bone analysis, and the Curator kindly granted 
me permission to bring along volunteers. It was rather exciting being trained in 
the art of X-Raying and we learnt a lot.

On Tuesday the Eastbourne Ancestors Team members were being filmed, yet 
again, this time by ITV Studios for a program that will feature on the History Chan-
nel in early 2014. ITV Studios will be back in September/October to finish off the 
filming for Series 2 of ‘Grave Trade’. Watch this space for more information! In 
other media related news, the BBC have been organising 2013 filming dates 
throughout May which start this weekend at our Saxon Village event in Gildredge 
Park. They will also be accompanying me on my visit to Dundee, Scotland when I 
take the 3 chosen skulls to be facially reconstructed to expert Caroline Wilkinson. 
To say that I’m excited about this is an understatement...!

Back in January I had several visits from Sussex Downs College students on the 
Part-time Foundation Diploma in Art & Design with their tutor Elaine Cameron. 
The students were working on an interesting project called ‘Collection’,  
considering the ethical, social and political implications of collections from 
various industries and developing personal responses through art. The students 
had already visited a fabulous exhibition at the Wellcome Collection called 
‘Death: A Self Portrait’, and so they visited the Eastbourne Ancestors Project to 
compare the two.  The students have now completed their project and Elaine 
has sent me some pictures of their work. Students took inspiration from their visit 
to the Eastbourne Ancestors Project. I’ve even managed to convert a few to 
bone volunteers along the way. 
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Volunteer Opportunities
We are introducing new volunteer days! To improve our volunteer projects, all 
project based volunteering with local history and archaeology will take place 
on Thursdays, all project based volunteering at the Redoubt will be on Tuesdays. 
Some will be weekly and some fortnightly depending on the project. 

All of these projects have been planned to create better access to our  
collections. Each project is designed to enable volunteers to learn new skills 
while making a valuable contribution to the Heritage Service. Volunteers will 
receive an induction to the task and the site they are working and will have  
defined descriptions of the task they undertake. 

Photographic Archive at the Town Hall on Thursdays
We are looking for enthusiastic volunteers to scan, document and identify  
photographs and postcards in our photography collection. Knowledge of  
Eastbourne streets and landmarks would be an advantage.

Archaeology Review at the Town Hall on Thursdays
The volunteers participating in this project will document the archaeology  
collection, photograph artefacts and input data into the museum database. 
Volunteers will ideally have some knowledge and experience of archaeology. 

J.J.Dennis & Sons of Seaside Receipt project at the Town Hall on Thursdays
Many of the receipts in this fascinating archive have been sorted into defined 
groups. The next stage to make them an accessible source is to transcribe, scan 
and collate the information in a database. 

Redoubt Archive at the Redoubt Fortress on Tuesdays
We have compiled an impressive archive of documents, photographs,  
illustrations and plans of the Redoubt. These range from 19th century documents 
to flyers and images of the model village and aquarium.  Volunteers will identify, 
document, catalogue and scan or photograph each item in the archive.

Collections Care
Sword Collection on Tuesdays
As part of our ongoing collections care programme, the sword collection  
including samurai, cutlasses and sabres from the Royal Sussex Collection, Sussex 
Combined Services and Eastbourne Borough Military Collection. 

Press Archive at the Redoubt Fortress on Tuesdays
As well as the historical document archive, we are in the process of compiling 
a press archive. Volunteers involved in this task will file press cuttings, scan them 
and file digitally. 

Contact Katherine: Katherine.buckland@eastbourne.gov.uk 07415 208458 for 
more information
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Community Archaeology

Motcombe Gardens 29th July - 4th August

In association with Eastbourne Borough Council’s Parks and Gardens and 
Friends of Motcombe Gardens, the Eastbourne Heritage Service  
Archaeology unit are excavating an area in Motcombe Gardens to find a 
date for the Dovecote. It is said to have been built in the 16th Century but as 
yet there is no actual proven evidence of this, given the many repairs the  
stunning building has undergone.

The future of the Dovecote, a listed building, is looking promising. This  
excavation is the first step in making the community aware of this wonderful 
heritage treasure standing right next to the spring that gives Eastbourne its’ 
name.

More Community Archaeology is planned for later this summer, more details 
will be available once dates have been set.... watch this space!

For further information please contact localhistory@eastbourne.gov.uk or 
01323 415396



10

Redoubt Fortress & Military Museum 
Events List

18th May from 7pm
Museums at Night - House of Wax
Enjoy a few scary surprises around 
the candleit corridors of the  
Redoubt with a screening of  
ultimate 1950’s horror flick - House 
of Wax - all in celebration of the 
national Museums at Night event.  
£5 Includes museum entry and film 
screening, refreshments available 
from The Outpost.

8th June 
Black Out and Bunting
Event & Dance: Relive the 40s with re-enactors  
during day festivities, continuing with
an evening dance at the Town Hall.
Event £6 Adult/£5 Concs/£4 Child/£15 Family
Swing Dance (Town Hall) £8 in advance/£10 on the 
door

29th June
Armed Forces Day
A chance to show our support for the Armed Forces 
community with an array of events including living  
history performances, music, dance and a Drumhead 
Church service. 
Free Event

27th and 28th July
Take Guard at the Redoubt
Come and celebrate all things Napoleonic with 
historical re-enactors, workshops,  
demonstrations, musketry, marching and the 
arts of soldiery. Experience the sights and smells 
of a Napoleonic era encampment, Grimace at 
Georgian surgery and take cover when the  
cannons fire! 
Day tickets- £6 Adult/£5 Concs/£4 Children/£15 
Family
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27th July
Take Guard at Twilight 
Enjoy evening displays and concert featuring 1812 Overture
and pyrotechnics. £5 Adult/£4 Concs/£3 Children/£12 Family

10th and 11th August
Hands on History Throughout the Ages
Re-enactors, workshops, paintball guns and  
opportunities to try on uniforms throughout history.
£6 Adult/£5 Concs/£4 Children/£15 Family

12th - 15th September
Heritage Open Days
Take part in England’s biggest voluntary cultural event.
Free Museum Entry

21st and 22nd September
Weird Weekend
A look at curiosities and bizarre traditions old and new including performers,
Victorian Sideshows and special guest speakers.
£6 Adult/£5 Concs/£4 Children/£15 Family

21st September
A Cabinet of Curiosities
Evening event - A celebration of the bizarre with live bands, DJ’s, performers 
and more!
£6 Adult/Concs £5

Every Saturday in October
Twilight Tours of the Redoubt
Ghost stories and macabre goings on at 
the Redoubt!
Standard Museum entry

8th November
Remembrance Event
Wear a poppy and join our commemorative event.
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Redoubt Lecture Series

Sat 1 June  
“The Glider Pilot Regiment at Arnhem” by Major Mike Peters
The fierce struggle between the British 1st Airborne Division and the  
superior German forces in and around Arnhem is well documented. This 
story uses first-hand accounts by the men of the Glider Pilot Regiment 
(GPR) and the role played in the battle for Oosterbeek and the bridge at 
Arnhem.

Sat 6 July 
“El Alamein” by Bryn Hammond
Bryn Hammond is the author of the highlyregarded Cambrai 1917: The 
Myth of the First Great Tank Battle – praised as the definitive modern  
account of one of the most important battles in the history of warfare. His 
second book, El Alamein, is a fresh examination of events in the North  
African Campaign between July and November 1942. In particular it uses 
the experiences of the participants to dismiss some of the myths of the 
desert war and to underline the harsh realities of desert warfare. 

Sat 3 Aug  
“The Victoria Cross” by Mark Smith

The Victoria Cross has held a fascination for Mark and he has spent the 
last nine years studying the history and origins of the Cross itself. This talk will 
explore in some detail his findings illustrated with stories behind the awards 
and real artefacts. 

Sat 7 Sep 
“Ghosts on the Somme” by Andy Robertshaw

The Battle of the Somme is one of the most famous, and earliest, films of 
war ever made, recording the most disastrous day in the history of the  
British Army - 1 July 1916. The film had a huge impact when shown in  
Britain and has profoundly influenced our view of the battle and of the 
Great War itself ever since. Where and when was the original material 
filmed? Who were the men filmed and what was their fate? This talk looks 
at the question of how much was real and how much false and what you 
can still see today 
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Sat 5 Oct  
“The Greatness of Haig” by Peter Hart

Given that Haig commanded the BEF from December 1915 right through to the 
successful conclusion of the Great War it might be considered that his claims to 
greatness were self-evident. However, many later commentators blame Haig 
for the tragedies of Somme and Passchendaele and, blinkered by their hatred 
of him, refuse to admit that he could ever have triumphed. This talk gives the 
chance to look at these opposing views in an attempt to discover how great 
Douglas Haig was.

Sat 2 Nov 
“Boy Soldiers of the Great War” by Richard 
Van Emden

The youngest soldier who fought in the Great 
War was twelve years old. Caught up in the 
wave of patriotism, thousands of other boys lied 
about their age and inflated their chests to bluff 
their way into a war of unforeseen horror.
How and why so many under-aged boys were 
able to get to the Western Front is
explained by author, Richard van Emden.

The lectures will run between 2pm to 4pm, held 
in Casemate 20. Admission Charges: Adult £12/
Concs £10
For more information on any of these lectures 
pick up a leaflet at the Redoubt or the Tourist 
Information Centre. Event,  
Exhibition and Lecture details correct at time of 
print but may be subject to change.


